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Views of the Month 
Catholics Endorse FEPC 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—George K. Hunton, secretary of the 

Catholic Interracial Council of New York, urged the pres- 
ent Congress to fulfill past promises by enacting a Fair Employ- 
ment Practices law immediately. In his testimony before a Senate 
Labor subcommittee he also pointed out that Catholic Interracial 
groups on both state and national levels have resolutely supported 
legislation against discrimination in employment in the past, and 
he asserted that the “undemocratic filibuster” which has pre- 
viously stopped such legislation in the Senate must be broken. 

The subcommittee, under the chairmanship of Sen. Humphrey 
of Minnesota, is holding hearings on two bills which it hopes to 
merge into one establishing a Fair Employment Practices Com- 
mission. Both bills, one of which is sponsored by Sen. Ives of 
New York and the other by Sen. Humphrey, would provide the 
Commission with authority to hold hearings on complaints, make 
findings and resort to the courts if necessary to enforce its de- 
cisions. This procedure is similar to that used successfully in 
New York and Massachusetts. Neither bill carries any criminal 
penalties and both provide for a full judicial process. 


+. 

Passenger Segregation Ordered Ended 
CHICAGO, ILL.—The Illinois Commerce Commission has ordered 

the Illinois Central Railroad to stop using its car-card system 
of assigning coach passengers to seats in such a way as to segre- 
gate Negro passengers. The railroad claimed that the system 
was used simply to facilitate loading of passengers and their 
separation according to destination. However, the commission 
found that the car-card system, “is applied in a manner to segre- 
gate Negro passengers in cars toward the head of the train with- 
out regard to their destination.” The commission also found that 
Negroes were sometimes forced to stand in the segregated sec- 
tions while seats rode empty in the “white” cars. Furthermore, 
the segregation inconvenienced Negro patrons of the dining and 
club cars which are generally located toward the rear of the train. 

In May, 1951, the U. S. Supreme Court ruled that discrimina- 
tion on trains in interstate commerce is illegal. This decision of the 
Illinois commission was made under the Public Utilities Act and 
the state Civil Rights Act and applies to trains traveling within 
the state. 


Archbishop Lucey Rejects Racism 

USTIN, TEXAS—Archbishop Robert E. Lucey of San Antonio 

asserted in a message to the three-day Catholic Conference 
on the Spanish Speaking People of Texas here that racism is 
unnatural and un-American. He said in part, “In our beloved 
land, liberty and justice have been enshrined in our traditions and 
in the.hearts of our people. The Founding Fathers declared that 
all men are created equal; that liberty is a gift of God; it cannot 
be taken away by men. The doctrine of a master race is untenable.” 


"Open Use" Granted at 4D. C. Grounds 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The District of Columbia Recreation 

Board has approved opening four playgrounds previously 
segregated to whites only for use by all races. It also voted to 
continue segregation at three others. Witnesses favoring inte- 
gration held that there were no other playgrounds available for 
Negro children and pointed out that children of both races played 
peacefully together until supervisors enforced segregation. Wit- 
nesses opposed to integration held that there was not enough 
equipment for the white children alone. 


e e e 
Time for Religion Upheld 
ASHINGTON, D. C.—The Supreme Court has upheld the 
constitutionality of the New York practice of releasing 
public school students to study religion in their own churches. 
While the majority in this 6 to 3 decision claims that it does not 
reverse the decision in the McCollum case, yet it does concede 
to critics of that decision the possibility of cooperation between 
church and state but without union. 

Justice William O. Douglas said in the majority opinion, “The 
First Amendment, however, does not say that in every and all 
respects there shall be a separation of church and state. Rather 
it studiously defines the manner, the specific ways, in which there 
shall be no concert or union or dependency one on the other. 
That is the common sense of the matter.” - 


Blind Children Refused D. C. Hotel 


ASHINGTON, D. C.—The hotels and restaurants of this city 

have recently been involved in three separate cases of dis- 
crimination against school children, Only one of the cases ended 
well, 

Miss Beverly Dodge, 17, won the Good Citizenship award of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution at her school in Port- 
land, Me. This award carried with it a trip to Washington which 
no other Negro had ever accepted because of the discrimination 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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lowa City Finds Out What's Wrong Raciall 


Davenport Changed by Group Race Report 


by Thomas J. Mulligan 


LAST FALL A REVEALING booklet was published in the City of Davenport, Iowa. The title: 

“Citizen 2nd Class—Negro Segregation and Discrimination in Davenport—A Survey by the 
League for Social Justice.” Copies of this booklet—in fact the entire first printing—were sent 
to city officials, newspapers, employers, social agencies, prominent citizens and other influential 
Davenporters. With this project the League for Social Justice became widely known and recog- 
nized in the city of Davenport. 

“Citizen 2nd Class” amazed many and angered others. For example, the statement that out 
of 79 physicians in the city, fourteen refused to treat Negroes and that the remainder preferred to 
treat them after regular office hours angered members of the Scott County Medical Association. 
The Association retaliated by demanding a complete retraction by the League. The League, know- 
ing the survey to be correct, refused the demand and consequently was threatened with legal ac- 
tion. However, after the matter 
was given to a committee of the 
Medical Association, a letter of 
apology was sent to the League 
and doctors were urged to stop 
discrimination. The doctors evi- 
dently discovered the Survey 
was correct. 

Some Bright Spots 

PERHAPS THE GREATEST 

thing the book did was to 
bring to the Davenport citizens 
the realization that their city, 
like most others, was far from 
perfect in regard to race rela- 
tions, True, progress had been 
made. One of the largest. de- 
partment stores hired Negroes 
by skill; and other employers 
did the same. All municipal fa- 
cilities were open to all, and 
most of the schools—public and 
private—were interracial. How- 
ever, the survey did point out 
the obvious segregation, dis- 
crimination in restaurants, bars 
restaurants, and recreational fa- 
cilities. The booklet showed that 
the League for Social Justice 
was a permanent and stable ors 
ganization working for the wele 
fare of all citizens of Davenport 
regardless of race, creed, or 
color. 

The League had its conception 
in November, 1950, when Ml- 
chael Lawrence, Davenport post 
office employee, got together 
with some of his friends with 
like convictions and the same 
thirst for justice. Organizational 
meetings were held in homes of 
members of this embryonic group 
and it was decided the organi- 
zation should work for social 
justice on the basis of papal en- 

(Continued on Page 2) 


V. Sobotka 
“My delight is to be with the children of men.” 


Why New Orleans Should Lead the South in Race Relations 


by Rev. Joseph Fichter, S.J. 
NEw ORLEANS OUGHT to be the leading city in the South in the current improvement in 
race relations. Theoretically, conditions for race relations are good here: ‘ 

(a) Except for the newer and exclusive residential areas, Negroes and whites live in all parts 
of the city and they know each other as neighbors. 

(b) New Orleans Negroes are, for the most part, long-time residents of the city. We have a 
fairly large number of well-educated, well-integrated “old families.” The immigrants from Missis- 
sippi and rural Louisiana do not “create the problem” here which Negro migrants bring to North- 
ern cities. 

(c) We have seven colleges and universities—not counting the Catholic and Baptist semi- 
naries, the Louisiana State University Extension branches, the schools of nursing. If private edu- 
cation is better than public, we can boast of a higher percentage of non-public grammar and high 


schools than any other large city 
in the South. 

(d) We are a “Catholic city.” 
That ought to be an advantage 
because Catholics boast of their 
universalism, their all-embrac- 
ing doctrine of the Mystical 
Body. If segregation and dis- 
crimination are an offshoot of 
Calvinist exclusiveness then a 
“Catholic city” like New Orleans 


surely rejects that segregation 
and discrimination. 

LL THESE CONDITIONS 

point to New Orleans as the 
ideal city of the South in which 
to set up and pursue the model 
for Southern race relations. 
What is missing to change the 
potential into an actuality? The 
fact is that WE HAVE ACCEN- 


TUATED THE N- GATIVE. 
We have not had a race riot; we 
have not had a lynching. But 
also we have not done as well 
as other Southern cities in open- 
ing opportunities—in the police 
force, fire department, school 
board, libraries, parks and other 
public services. 


x 
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Our Purpose 
HE PURPOSE of the Catholic Interracial- 
ist is 
TO REAFFIRM both the human 
* dignity and rights of all men and 
the profound unity among all men es- 
tablished by our common Creator and 


Savior and our common Brother. 


TO HELP Friendship House’s practical effort to 

bring the spirit of Christ’s justice and love to bear 

on the attitudes, laws, customs, and institutions of our 

- time inasmuch as they have been corrupted by racial 

prejudice and hatred and discrimination, and the lives 

of men and women, Negro and white, have for that rea- 
son been degraded. 


Why Are We Fearful? 


VIEWING THE WORLD'S stage today, many of us who have 
: been reared on movies are sure we can pick out and punish 
the “bad guys.” We, of course, are the “good guys” and may be 
led against the “bad guys” by omniscient commentators of news- 
papers, radio or television. If we had been brought up on more 
classic or adult drama, we might realize that people are complex. 
Then we might treat people more intelligently, as well as in a 
more Christian manner. ; 

One instance might be of a few zealous Catholics in the 
Bronx who insisted that all merchants, including Jewish ones, 
should close from 12 to 3 on Good Friday under threat of boycott 
and display a sign that they were doing so “in observance of 
the death of Christ.” If they had been understanding enough to 
think how they would feel if someone asked them to stop work 
in observance of the death of Luther they would have spared 
their Jewish brothers some embarrassment and fear. If they 
had stopped to think, they would have realized that Our Lord 
wants absolutely free devotion, not forced display for economic 
gain. 

* * * * * 
M°FE UNDERSTANDING was also needed by the Englewood 

(N.J.) Board of Education which refused Mrs. Mary McLeod 
Bethune permission to speak to an American Legion Auxiliary 
in a school building because of her membership in groups consid- 
ered subversive by the Un-American Activities Committee. Gov- 
ernor Warren of Florida defended Mrs. Bethune as a patriotic 
American. If board members had tried to put themselves in the 

lace of a Negro, they would understand why a Negro would 

in some of these groups which said they were fighting Nazism, 
probably the most terrifying example of race hatred carried out 
to its logical and horrible conclusion. Many of these organiza- 
tions fought openly for Negroes’ constitutional rights but kept 
their subversive aims well hidden. When the Nazi-Communist 
pact was signed many group members were disillusioned and 
dropped their membership. Others left after World War II when 
ft became obvious that Russian and American interests were split- 
ting. Once they left the groups it should no longer be held against 
them any more than it is held against Louis Budenz. 

Mrs, Bethune has probably spent more time fighting for the 
defense of the Constitution and the rights which it guarantees 
to the people than all her critics put together. If all Americans 
were allowed to exercise their constitutional rights, subversive 
groups would die for lack of grievances to exploit for the division 
of our country into hostile camps of race or religion. 

+ * * * * 
“PUT SUPPOSE we have real enemies in our midst?’ The 
answer to that is not hysterical fear and retaliation. As 
Americans we have the law and its enforcement officers to appeal 
to. No American citizen should be “deprived of life, liberty or 
roperty without due process of law,” according to our Bill of 
ights. Groups thought to be subversive are constantly observed 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This body of loyal Ameri- 
cans, well-versed in law and the capturing of criminals of all 
kinds, is much better trained to deal with enemies of our country 
than some sensation-hungry or publicity-seeking commentator 
or Senator. 

Do we feel that the law is too slow or unsure? Then comes 
mob rule, a worse horror than we are fleeing. If we lawlessly 
persecute one group today, how do we know that our group may 
not be so treated tomorrow? We need not believe their ideas but 
we must love them as persons. 


If we are Christians we may have heard that “the anger of 
man does not work the justice of God.” We are doubly bound 
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cyclicals. Help was received in 
the form of visits from Betty 
Schneider, director of the Chi- 
cago Friendship House; Vaile 
Scott, at that time a full time 
worker for Young Christian 
Students; and Bob Senser of 
“Work” and the Catholic Labor 
Alliance. 

A constitutional meeting was 
finally held and the League was 
officially established as an or- 
ganization of all races working 
for social ~justice on the basis 
of Catholic social principles and 
philosophy. Though the organi- 
zation is Catholic, persons of 
other creeds are most welcome. 
Mike Lawrence, founder of the 
group, was elected president. 
Chaplain at that time was 
Father Ryan, C.S.V., who, after 
his transfer some months later, 
was replaced with Father Neil 
Bresnahan, C.S.V. 

GINCE THE PUBLICATION 

of “Citizen 2nd Class,” now 
in its second printing, the League 
has increased in membership— 
if not paid membership, at least 
in meeting attendance — and 
prestige. And many members 
have come and gone—to differ- 
ent jobs, to post-graduate 
schools, and to the service. 
Among those who are no longer 
with the League is Mike Law- 
rence, founder and past presi- 
dent. 

At present the organization is 
engaged in the biggest project 
to date. Several weeks ago it 
was announced that Davenport’s 
“Cook’s Point,” riverfront slum 
area housing many families of 
Mexican extraction, was to be 
converted into an industrial area. 
The eviction date was set at 
May 1. 

At the first meeting of the 
League following this announce- 
ment, it was suggested that the 
League make a survey to deter- 
mine the needs of the people of 
“The Point’ and to see if there 
was anything the League could 
do to aid them. The questions 
asked on this first trip to Cook’s 
Point determined four things, 
(1) the number of families on 
“The Point”; (2) the number in 
each family; (3) whether or not 
these families had homes to 
which they could go, and (4) 
whether or not these families 
had land on which to build 
homes. The survey revealed that 
there were approximately 150 
persons on the Point and a meet- 
ing with these people indicated 
that they needed and wanted 
help. 

Ann Toney, League member, 
contacted Paul V. Ryan, Daven- 
port real estate agent, to deter- 
mine the number of homes avail- 
able to these people. Ryan was 
not too encouraging at that 
time, but promised that these 
residents would have first choice 
at any homes he later had for 
sale or rent. He also pointed 
out that there would be no re- 
strictions of area placed on the 
people. 

UT RYAN DID MORE than 
this. He became interested in 

(Continued on Page 7) 


SI n Sleep 


by Alice Meynell 


I DREAMT (no “dream” awake—a dream indeed) 
A wrathful man was talking in the park, 

“Where are the Higher Powers, who know our need 
And leave us in the dark?” 


“There are no Higher Powers; there is no heart 
In God, no love’—his oratory here, 

Taking the paupers’ and the cripples’ part, 
Was broken by a tear. 


And then it seemed that One who did create 
Compassion, who alone invented pity, 

Walked, as though called, in at that north-east gate, 
Out from the muttering city; 


Threaded the little crowd, trod the brown grass, 
Bent o’er the speaker close, saw the tear rise, 

And saw Himself, as one looks in a glass, 
In those impassioned eyes. 

from “Poems of Alice Meynell—Complete Edition,’ Oxford 
, University Press 








“Behold this Heart which has so loved men.’ 





F : _ , by Clemens Schmidt 
Reprinted with permission of Catholic Art Quarterly 


to see that our enemies are treated justly—as citizens and as 
followers of a Leader who said, “Do good to them that hate you.” 
E % = * 4 & 
ARE WE HUDDLING in fear in an upper room like the Apostles 
before the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost while there 
is a world to be won outside? It may be a hostile world as was 
that awaiting the Apostles. We will need much grace from the 
Holy Spirit to kindle His love in our hearts so that we may go 
out into the world, not “striking with the fist wickedly,” but 
showing our love for all men, even those who insult or injure us. 
Our Leader said, “If I be lifted up, I will draw all men to 
myself.” He was lifted up on a cross of suffering borne willingly 
out of love. We are His Body, visible in the world today. If we 
can be lifted up by suffering borne of love we will draw men of 
our day to Him. We may shock the Pharisees by our love for 
those reputed to be Communists as He shocked them by eating 
with publicans and sinners But He came with love for us sin- 
ners—for all men. May His Kingdom come! 


Immigrant Bill Has Race Bias 


HE McCARRAN Immigration Bill, although a slight improve- 

ment over present policy, fails miserably to lessen the desperate 
need of better population distribution in the world and also this 
country’s need for skilled manpower. Canada admits yearly 1 per 
cent of its population, Australia 2 per cent, while this bill would 
admit to the United States only one-sixth of 1 per cent of our 
population in 1920. And that last figure excludes Negroes and 
American Indians from the count as if they were not citizens. 
The bill allows 154,657 immigrants a year from all countries com- 
bined, only 380 more than existing laws admit. 

This bill improves upon the present policy in several ways. 
First, it codifies the great mass of immigration and naturalization 
laws of 150 years. Second, it abolishes racial barriers to citizen- 
ship. The present law denies citizenship to natives of Japan, In- 
donesia, Burma, Thailand, and some Pacific islands. Third, it 


(Continued on Page 6) 





Are you looking for a good 
picture of the Sacred Heart? 
The picture above printed in 
maroon on cream background 
6" x 8Y2" on 8" x 10" mat can 
be obtained for 


75¢ from 
CATHOLIC ART 
QUARTERLY 


Rosary Hill College 
Buffalo 21, N. Y. 
There is also one of 

Our Lord alone. 
















OS ES a lS a 


June, 1952 CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST Page 8 


ve tiinien \Christian Family at Work 


Crosscurrents Opens Store 
by Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Crowley 


Cross Currents, that quarterly 
review which brings us such 
good translations of foreign D° YOU AGREE that many families are having a tough time raising children, developing and 
Catholic writers, is opening a maintaining a happy home? If you do, you will be interested to learn of the Christian Family 
book and record shop between|Movement’s efforts to help families live in a happier, more friendly, more Christian atmosphere 
City College and Columbia at In the marriage ritual Catholic couples are promised all of the happiness possible in this vale 
3111 Broadway (north of 122nd|of tears. This is a real promise but current pressures make it difficult for many to attain the 
St.) New York 27, N. Y. It has/happiness for which they were destined. 
a wonderful lending library and About 8 years ago a few fellows in Chicago got together to discuss the state of the world 
some fine new records. The at-|and to try solving some of the obvious problems. After some false starts they decided to focus 
mosphere is the sort where peo-|on marriage. Later their wives decided to group together on the same plan. 
are eee ie ae and OME ONE SUGGESTED the obvious, that these groups might do well if huskgnds and wives 
rowse an ave tea. ne re- : é s : 
view. will be published there. ft ag cd see eee ee = ago this was tried and found to be practical and effective. Since 
more than 1,000 couples in Chi- 
cago and groups in over 80 cities 


is still $3 a .year and well 

worth it. Leon King, formerly 
in the United States, plus Can- 
ada, Berlin, Tokyo and other 


on the staff of Harlem Friend- 
ship House, is among the group 

parts. They are all striving to 
restore the family to Christ. 


sponsoring the book store. We 
They all realize that they have 


know his excellent taste in lit- 

erature and records, so we're 
a part in the Redemption and 
look upon this work as a priv- 


looking forward to visiting the 
ilege. 


place. If you would like a cata- 

log of books and records please 

send for it. Couples Meet Fortnightly 

Stan Vischer Lecturing CFM sections meet every two 
Stanley Vischer is devoting} weeks in groups of not more 

more time to lecturing now. He|than 7 or 8 married couples. It 

is essential that husbands and 
wives work together, for they 


has wide knowledge of the lay 
apostolate. He started with the 

complement each other. Men are 
long on theory and talk. Women 


Catholic Worker at the age of 
are concrete and practical. To- 


17. He has written hundreds of 

articles for some fifty maga- 

zines and has been associate| gether they make a wonderful 

editor of the Santa Fe Register.| team. It’s interesting to realize 
that Our Lord planned it that 

way. 


He has lectured on Catholic Ac- 
tion and the Strategy and Tac- 
| ee GROUP HAS A CHAP- 
LAIN from their parish. He 


tics of Communism at several 

summer schools. He has a great 

sense of humor combined with| helps in the preparation of the 
meeting but does not partici- 
pate. This is part of a plan to 


great charity, a difficult com- 

bination. He is a most enjoy- 

able lecturer and he really|teach the lay people to take 

knows his subjects—“The Voca- their rightful role in the Church. 

tion of a Christian,” “Strategy If the priest were to talk in the 
meeting, all questions would be 
referred to him as an authority 


and Tactics of Communism,” 

and “Adventures in Catholic Ac- 
and the couples would not learn 
how to express themselves on 


tion.” Let us know if you’d like 
these subjects. 


him to speak to your group. 

Saginaw sone Christian Family Movement 
Interracial Group ‘ couples are trained in the im- 
‘ The Catholic Inter racial Coun- portance of each individual. They 
cil of Saginaw, Michigan, now/| 41) acquire a working knowledge 
has members from six parishes.|,nq realization of the Doctrine 
of the Mystical Body and its 


It meets twice a month at St. 
Joseph’s.rectory. The president|jmplication that every man is 
an actual or potential member 





would have it. If it isn’t, then 
they determine on an action— 
small possibly, but effective, 
They will do something about 
the discrepancy if any, found 
between the real and the ideal, 
For example, if there are only 
a few Jewish families or Negro 
families or Irish families in the 
parish and the facts reveal that 
they were not accepted or do not 
participate in the community or 
parish life, the group might de- 
cide to get better acquainted 
with them. Each couple may in- 
vite one of these couples to the 
next parish party or to a neigh- 
borhood get-together. 
Mexican Couples Help 

CFM has been built on the 
need for couples to work togeth- 
er to solve the family and the 
neighborhood problems. For exe 
ample, there is a wonderful CFM 
unit among the young couples 
of Mexican descent in El Monte, 
California. They have demon- 
strated that with the guidance 
of their Pastor, using the CFM 
method, they were qualified to 
cope with family and community 
problems. When it appeared 
that their neighbors might be 
dispossessed to make way for a 
project to change the course of 
a river, they were able to ore 
ganize resistance and delay this 
until other homes were provided. 

All Kinds of Groups 

FM EXISTS IN ALL environ- 

ments. There are groups in 
farm communities and congested 
urban areas. The fortunate and 
the less fortunate meet together 
regularly to sort out the com- 
mon problems of the families, 
and act together to solve them, 
There are interracial groups, 
and one Indian group in Okla- 
homa. 

We realize that it is a human 
and surely a Christian attitude 
to want to be of service to our 
fellow man. Everyone wants a 
chance to serve and to be ace 
cepted as part of a group. In 
the Christian Family Movement 
all are welcome, all contribute 
their ideas and efforts. 

How Make Families Happy? 
H4rPrPy FAMILIES are those 

who know the teachings of 
our Lord and have worked out 
ways of putting these into every 
day life. This sort of selfish 
reason, happiness, might seem 
enough to justify CFM but is it 
enough for God? He said we 
must love our neighbor. So CFM 
suggests a way to help us know, 
love and serve Him in our neigh- 
bor. 

Families are entitled to know 
how to do this in their locality. 


































































































































Mr. and Mrs. Patrick F. Crowley and Family 





Te 


of Christ’s Mystical Body and)the groups are now observing 
is consequently entitled to enor-| evidences of prejudice in their 
mous respect. neighborhood. All the couples 
Observe, Judge, Act will come to their respective 
SERVE, EDUCATE and| meetings with facts on the sub- 
represent families is the| ject. After reporting the facts 
stated purpose of CFM. Whatjthe group will judge them to 
is called the Inquiry Method is| decide if the existing situation 
their special tool. For example, |in their neighborhood is as Christ 


of the Council, Mrs. Lonnie Mc- 
Carty, was guest speaker to the 
Franciscan Tertiaries at St. An- 
drew’s parish, speaking on the 
interracial movement and the 
American Negro. It was the 
first time a colored speaker had 
addressed a Catholic group in 


Saginaw. 


of us to find his place in this 
effort to bring about the reign 
of Christ our King. 

We welcome news and articles 
about other apostolates. 


Holy Father Calls for Lay Apostles 


Cine enrey . « » we have spoken of this apostolate of the laity .. . always stressing 
their present-day duties, even in public life. So they band together to learn 

“, . » All these lay people, you see them at work. Do not concern yourself to ask to| trom Christ and His Church and 
which organization they belong. But rather admire and heartily recognize the good they|tg jearn from each other. 
accomplish. , rte ; . Wouldn’t it be wonderful if a 

“It is far from our thoughts to belittle organization or to underestimate its value as a| fairy percentage of families in 
factor in the apostolate. On the contrary, we hold it in the highest esteem, especially in a every parish banded together 
world in which the adversaries of the Church descend upon Her with all the compact mass | ang created pressures that 
of their organizations, But it must not lead to mean exclusivism ... Rejoice when you see| 4. Helped families to i more 
others, outside your ranks, who ‘led by the Spirit of God’ win their brethren to Christ. friendly, 

**, .. the apostolate at the service of Christian marriage, the family, the child, education,| 9 Helped to make the parish 
the school; for young men and young women; an apostolate of charity and aid under the| tne focal point of social and 
numberless aspects it assumes today; an apostolate for practical betterment of social disorders spiritual life, 
and misery; an apostolate of the missions, or for emigrants or immigrants; an apostolate| 3. Welped make good reading 
in the field of intellectual and cultural life; an apostolate of games and sports; finally, and | ayaijable to all, 
it is not the least of these, the apostolate of public opinion. 4. Helped promote family ree- 


66 E CONGRATULATE you on your resistance to that noxious tendency which exists| "#40, picnics, ete., ; 
even among Catholics and which would like to confine the Church to those questions|, ™ Helped the large families 
said to be ‘purely religious’—not that pains are taken to know exactly what is meant by that to ease the enn burdens 
phrase: provided the Church keeps to the sanctuary and the sacristy, and slothfully lets by caring for home and children 
humanity struggle outdoors in its distress and needs, no more is asked of her. when we ones arrive, making 
“, . « If there is a power in the world capable of overthrowing the petty barriers of clothes and baby anime 
prejudices and of partisan spirit, and to dispose souls for a frank reconciliation and for a able — wh — ae — 
fraternal union among peoples, it is indeed the Catholic Church. You can rejoice in it with 6. oe ~ be = = a F 
pride. It is for you to contribute to it with all your strength.”—Extracts from the speech a. . eas oe xn 
of Pope Pius XII to the World Congress of the Lay Apostolate, October 14, 1951. es er ore rae 





* * * * 


Many groups, of which Friend- 
ship House is one, are trying to 
bring the world to Christ. We 
are glad to let our readers know 
of these other groups. 

These other apostolates are 
all united in the Mystical Body 
of Christ. Many of us are unit- 
ed in other ways. Some workers 
started with one group and then 
found out about one which more 
closely suited their needs or de- 
sires. Activities of one group 
may be joined by others. For 
instance, our Outer Circle dis- 
cussions under Frank and Maisie 
Sheed, sponsored by the New- 
man Club, are attended by many 
from the Young Christian Work- 
ers or Students, or Catholic 
Workers, Christian Family 
Movement, or the Grail, or the 
staffs of Integrity, Cross Cur- 
rents or A.D. Lay Auxiliaries 
of the Missions attended the Chi- 
cago Friendship House retreat. 
The Catholic Labor Alliance’s 
John A. Ryan forums help to 
enlighten workers from Friend- 
ship House and other groups. 
This union is very close, encour- 
aging all of us. 

One of these apostolates may 
be just what you’ve been look- 
ing for. Or it may help a friend 
of yours. It is good for each 


sibility ? 

To the extent that CFM is op- 
erating, these and other things 
are being done. Pressures are 
being created that make the 
large family the envied rather 
than pitied ones. The father is 

(Continued on Page 6) 


ANY GROUPS, of which Friendship House is one, are trying to follow the call of the 

Vicar of Christ to restore the world so that it will be easier for men to be good. We 
are glad to let our readers know of these other groups. 

One of these may be just what you’ve been looking for. Or it may help a friend of 
yours. It is good for each of us to find his place in this effort to bring about the reign of 
Christ our King. 

We welcome news and articles about other apostolates. 
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Officer Cowan's Youths 


Organize Royal Clavers 
ST. PETER CLAVER CENTER 
814 Seventh St., S.W. 
Washington 4, D.C. 


The Royal Clavers 
HE NEWLY - ORGANIZED 
branch of the Junior Police 
and Citizen’s Corps, Officer Cow- 
an’s youth organization, has giv- 
en itself the name of the Royal 
Clavers and meets in the chil- 
dren’s clubhouse here. Early in 
the month they held a dance to 
raise money for equipment. Judg- 
ing from the number who at- 
tended we would say the dance 
was a success. 
First Picnic 
WHEN SPRING ROLLS 
around in Washington it 
has become traditional at the 
Center to turn our monthly vol 
suppers into picnics at Rock 
Creek Park. So at the end of 
May we had our first picnic of 
the season. The Recreation 
Dept., upon request, furnishes a 
kit of athletic equipment; 30, 
in addition tu the usual hot dogs 
and potato salad, we had base- 
ball, horseshoes and volley ball. 
The pleasant evening was ended 
fittingly by the singing of Com- 
pline. 
Nuptials 
M’** 3rd WAS A GALA day 
at the Center. At a high 
Mass sung by staff and volun- 
teers at St. Dominic’s Church, 
Chris Rasmussen, staff worker, 


and Lou D’Addio, volunteer, 
were married. The reception was 
held at the Center which had 
been gaily decorated.for the 
occasion by Charlie Slack and 
some of the vols. Two carloads 
of staff workers and volunteers 
from Harlem FH came to help 
us celebrate. Terry (former D.C. 
staff worker) and Carl Craig, 
whose wedding we attended in 
N.Y. last October, were among 
them. 
Shortages 
WORK ON THE CHAPEL at 
Maria Laach Farm is pro- 

gressing slowly because of a 
shortage of male workers and 
MONEY. Matt Masle, who re- 
turned from a stay in Cleveland 
just in time for the wedding, 
took off for the farm almost im- 
mediately after and has been 
the mainstay ever since. But he 
needs helpers—so MEN, don’t 
be bashful if you want to spend 
the summer on our farm. Just 
let us know. 

Vols Hear Fr. McGowan 

T A VOLUNTEER meeting 

early in the month, staff 
and vols were privileged to hear 
Fr. Raymond McGowan, director 
of the Social] Action Department 
of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, and Margaret 


Blossoms, Kids, Guest Lecturers 


Maria Laach Farm 
Burnley, Va. 

TS A RAINY: SUNDAY aft- 

ernoon here. The Virginia 
countryside is dripping and a 
fine mist hugs the hills. There’s 
a fire in the pot-bellied stove. 
We just drew straws to see who 
goes out to put the shivering 
kids in their shed. 

Julie lost, and she’s fetching 
a bucket of water in the deal. 

It’s a good thing it rains once 
in awhile, and nobody can find 
any excuse to putter around out- 
side, building fences and flower 
beds and sticking little seeds 
in the ground with great ex- 
pectations. 

On days like this one finally 
faces a typewriter. 

Of course, it’s spring early 
here in our northern corner of 
the South. The apple orchard 
is a canopy of blossoms and 
the lilacs are in bloom. We're 
happy that someone took the 
loving care to plant them way 
long ago. 

We Plant for the Future 

E PLANTED ASPARAGUS 

this year, digging a long 
trench in the hard Virginia clay 
and dragging down buckets of 
good woods dirt and fertiliz- 
er. Felt like Blessed Martin 
who planted fruit seeds on the 
outskirts of South American 


cities so nature would take care 
of his poor after he was gone. 
Planting for others to harvest 
seems a particularly Christian 
act. 

Groundwork has begun on the 
barn, and we really mean ground- 
work. We soon found that the 
termites had gotten to the barn 
before we did, and much of the 
foundation had to be rebuilt. 
Easter week five seminarians 
came down with some of the 
fellows and started laying brick 
for the chapel floor. 

Summer School Problem 

We hoped to have all our 
teachers scheduled for summer 
school by this time, but haven’t 
received answers from all our 
prospects yet. Father Maurice 
Shean of the Catholic Commit- 
tee of the South will be one of 
our teachers, and also Margaret 
Garrity, Interracial secretary, 
Social Action Department of Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence. 

We should have the schedule 
completed soon. So if you’re n- 
terested in coming to any of the 
three sessions, July 20-26, Au- 
gust 3-9, or August 17-23, write 
to Charlie Slack, our Summer 
School Dean here at Maria 
Laach Farm, Burnley, Va. 

We Need Men—Women Too 
BU NOW THAT WE have be- 


gun work on the remodelling 


Staff Retreat at Mt. Angel Abbey 


BLESSED MARTIN FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 
21 N.E. Broadway 
Portland, Oregon 


THE FIRST ANNUAL retreat 

for Friendship House staff 
workers in Portland was a nev- 
er-to-be-forgotten occasion. We 
were guests of the monks of 
Mount Angel Abbey, some forty 
miles from this city. The Abbey 
is located atop a prominent hill 
commanding a breath - taking 
view of fertile farmlands sur- 
rounded by mountains with 


Mount Hood in the distance tow- 
ering over all like a big glob of 
ice cream. We were the prive 
ileged ones to receive such gras 
cious hospitality as outlined in 
Saint Benedict’s Rule; “Let all 
guests arriving at the Monastery 
be received as Christ Himself 
»..” This marked courtesy, plus 
the conferences and the partici- 
pation in the liturgical life of the 
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Garrity speak on ‘“Inter-group 
Participation.” Since the volun- 
teers have been cooperating as 
much as possible with other ‘n- 
terracial groups in the city, the 
speakers had a very interested 
audience and a lively discussion 
followed. 
Blasphemy Out 
HOPING TO GET = story out 
of it, one of our staff work- 
ers attended a meeting here of 
“Protestants and Other Amer- 
icans United for Separation of 
Church and State.” She decided 
there was no story in it but we 
would like to quote one remark 
made by Mrs. Vashti McCollum 
who spoke at the meeting on 
“Movie Censorship.” Referring 
to Cardinal Spellman’s condem- 
nation of the moving picture, 
“The Miracle” as being “‘obscene 
and blasphemous,” Mrs. McCol- 
lum said, “Obscenity is a crime 
in the U. S. but blasphemy all 
but went out with the 18th 
century.” 
by Maureen Sullivan 





Pentecost—June 1 


job we’ve planned, we see what 
a job it’s going to be, to trans- 
form an old barn into chapel, 
men’s dorm, and_ recreation 
room. Even with the help of 
some real carpenter volunteers 
(who have come to us according 
to our need) it’s going to be a 
lot of work. 

We hope more men who are 
free for the summer will come 
and help us out. 

And with all the man power 
conscripted for work on the 
building, women too are greatly 
in demand, for any part of the 
summer they can spare, to help 
with cooking, gardening and 
washing. 

Also Goatherd! 
AND IS THERE ANYONE 
who feels he might have a 
special vocation as a goat herd- 
er? Our two goats of last year 
have multiplied into six. And 
although the kids are terribly 
endearing, they are pests. Sim- 
ply thrive on such fare as tulips, 
lilacs and fresh tender green 
things we’ve nurtured from tiny 
seeds, 
by Betty Delaney 


Abbey, brought us to a keener 
realization of the Christ-life in 
ourselves. Four of the monks 
shared the giving of the confer- 
ences: Father Martin Pollard 
(Prior) spoke on “Poverty and 
Obedience”; Father Luke Eberle 
(Novice Master and Sociology 
instructor) on the “Divine Office, 
Meditation and Spiritual Read- 
ing’; Father Bernard Sander 
(Prefect of Discipline and spe- 
cialist in Catholic Action) on 
the “Mass and the Sacramental 
Value of Creatures”; and Father 
Ambrose Zenner (instructor in 
Theology) on the “Theological, 
Ascetical and Practical Aspects 


What You Have Done in Portland 


Dea. Friends in Christ: 

Several months have passed 
since we made our first appeal 
to you to join us in the work of 
the interracial apostolate. Your 
generous response and God’s 
grace have made possible our 
efforts to restore His peace in 
a world torn by injustice and 
hetreds. We are sincerely grate- 
ful for your deep interest and 
encouragement and ask His bles- 
sings upon you. 

“To be an apostle means to 
be called upon to undertake 
works which human reason sees 
as impossible, with only the 
light of faith for support.” This 
statement made by Father Jean 
Danielou is one we apply to our- 
selves in our present situation, 
Our work is possible only be- 
cause of God’s Providence. We 
believe our inspiration comes 
from Him and that He will pro- 
vide—through others—the ma- 
terial means necessary to ac- 
complish it according to the 
measure in which we make it His 
work and seek His will. 


As some of you know, we have 
received notice of eviction effec- 
tive May 31, so Friendship House 
must find another location where 
persons of all races can continue 
to come together to pursue their 
common interests, to seek solu- 
tions to their common problems 


_ through discussion and study, or 


simply to enjoy one another’s 
company. We hope to find a 
suitable place in this same vicin- 
ity but we cannot hope to find 


tse 
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one at such low rent. We have 


been paying half price through - 


the bounty of our landlady; now 
we must look to YOU for that 


bounty. We beg you to help in, 


any way you can—large or 
small; we need all the assistance 
we can get as our work ic sup- 
ported entirely by voluntary 
contributions. At present we 
have about $200 in the bank and 
that will soon go toward the 
payment of bills. Our monthly 
expenses during this past year 


have averaged $350. This in-, 


cludes rent and utilities for the 
center; room and board for the 
staff; and providing the needy 
with necessities in emergency 
situations not cared for by other 
charitable organizations. We ex- 
pect this average to increase due 
to higher rent and the expense 


of moving and of making neces-, 


sary improvements (such as dec- 
orating and the installation of 
a heating unit; none of the 


buildings we have seen is pro-" 


vided with one!) 


Besides financial support, we ° 


can use assistance in packing, 
moving and getting settled in 


our new house. But most of all_ 


we need what we know each of 
you CAN give—your prayers, 
that in spite of material limita- 
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To Proy To Read+To Teach ied 


YOU CAN HELP FRIENDSHIP HOUSE! 


I would like to help in the work of Friendship House 
to promote the justice and love of Christ. 


Enclosed please find $........ of which $........ WARIO RB cevees 


subscription to the CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST ($1 a year). 


Please send to one or all of the Friendship House addresses listed below: 


«+ year 


r—-—————, 


Friendship House, 4233 So. Indiana Ave., Chicago 
Harlem Friendship House, 34 W. 135th St., Box 1 
Blessed Martin Friendship House, 21 N. E. Broad 
St. Peter Claver Center, 814 7th St., S, W., Washi: 





of the Apostolate.” 

The four-day retreat was cli- 
maxed with the joyous celebra- 
tion of the Easter Vigil service 
and we came down from this 
“holy mount” feeling a little bit 
like Moses must have felt; feel- 
ing better fortified to face the 
onslaught of pagan influences 
and the vicissitudes of daily life. 
This fortitude was soon to be 
tested upon our return to the 
city by the receipt of a notice of 
eviction! (For further details 
see our begging letter elsewhere 
in this paper.) 

Store Refuses Bread to Negro 
I WOULD LIKE TO CORRECT 


a statement made in our last 


month’s Portland column to the 
effect that there was no racial 


problem in the eastern section ~ 


of Washington. I have since 
learned from the Regional Di- 
rector of the Urban League for 
the Western states that already 
there is evidence of a problem 
there. He cited the case of sev- 
eral Negro men who were work- 
ing on a construction job in this 
area and who were refused even 
the right to purchase a loaf of 


bread in the local grocery stores. — 


Another statement, by a high 
official in the Oregon Bureau of 
Labor, that citizens of this 
state’s capital city boast they 
“have no Negro problem because 
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Dear Friends in Christ: 
> Your generosity these last six 
months has been wonderful! 

Because of it you have been 
feeding men twice a day and 
families who would otherwise go 
hungry. You have paid for tem- 
porary lodging for men and 
rents for families who would 
otherwise have been evicted. 
You have maintained an attrac- 
tive lending library and made 
possible a forum every Monday 
evening for our friends and 
neighbors and a meeting place 
for the Mothers’ Club, the Cath- 
olic War Veterans and Alcohol- 
ics Anonymous. You have kept 
open a cozy little clubroom 
where children of various ages 
spend their leisure time instead 
of on the street. 

This is a thank-you for all 
these things from all the people 
who have enjoyed them. It is 





tions we may keep a vision of 

large ideals and live the reality 

of brotherly love. 

« Hopefully in the risen Christ, 
Ellen Rehkopf and the Staff 

of Friendship House 

_ Please send help to Bl. Martin 

de Porres Friendship House, 21 

N.E. Broadway, Portland, Ore- 

gon. 


“carry on 


also a thank-you from the staff. 
You have made it possible for 
us to be at Friendship House, 
to eat and sleep, to distribute 
your charit:' for you and to 
our mutual efforts 
against prejudice and discrimi- 
nation by writing, lecturing, per- 
sonal contacts and cooperation 
on legislation, especially against 
discrimination in housing. 

The Holy Spirit has surely 
guided you, for this is a needed 
work. Now you are called upon 
to carry on this charity for the 
next six months and to do some 
special things for the summer 
months—-to open Blessed Mar- 
tin’s Farm for a vacation spot 
for the’children who come to the 
clubroom and for our friends 
and neighbors who will have no 
other vacation, and to run our 
summer school for students and 
other adults which will help to 
train them as lay apostles, par- 
ticularly in the field of inter- 
racial justice. All of this is a 
great additional expense for 
these next few months and does 
require an even greater gener- 
osity on your part. 

May the Holy Spirit guide and 
inspire you and bless you with 
His gifts! 

Graiefully in Christ, 
Anne Foley and Staff 
P.S. Harlem is unbelievably hot 
in summer and we need EXTRA 
vacation funds. 

Please send help to Friendship 
House of Harlem, 34 W. 135th 
St., Box 16, New York 37, N.Y. 


ED 
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HARLEM CHILDREN AT FARM 


Blessed Martin’s Farm, Route | 


Montgomery, N. Y. 


Wouldn't you like to ride over 
to visit Blessed Martin’s Farm 
this summer? It’s a lovely spot 
to see, near West Point and the 
Catskills, and you will be very 


we don’t allow ’em to settle 
here,” makes us see that one of 
the biggest tasks confronting us 
iS to change the attitudes of 
persons who live in communities 
where there are as yet no racial 
minorities, 

. by Ellen Rehkopf 


welcome whether you bring food 
for the staff and guests or not. 
There will be a lot going on. 
You can build a fire and have 
a picnic lunch. 

Children from the Friendship 
House Youth Club in Harlem 
will come from June 28th to 
July 5th and from July 12th to 
July 19th, Volunteers who help 
at Harlem Friendship House will 
enjoy the farm from July 25th 
to 27th. July 28th to August 
8th will be open to anyone who 


Teevy Has A New Stove 
With A Door on the Oven! 


CHICAGO FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 
4233 So. Indiana Ave. 
Chicago 15, Ill. 


N° LONGER WILL we hear 
the clatter and clang of the 
cookie sheet, which doubled as a 





Vulcan Firemen Give $100 to FH 


FRIENDSHIP HOUSE OF HARLEM 
34 West 135th St. (Box 16), New York 37, N. Y. 


FE ASTERTIME is a time of re- 

joicing, says the Church, and 
this joy runs riotously as the 
blossoms run to burst into color 
throughout all this season after 
Easter. It runs through the 
gaiety of the children usurping 
the sidewalks and spilling over 
into the roads, playing ball, 
skipping rope, shooting pennies 
or bottle tops. The few trees 
around Harlem Hospital give us 
a sampling of the work of 
spring all over the earth. Flor- 
ence got for our general pleas- 
ure some forsythia from her 


sister’s neighboring garden. It 
is so alive and creamy yellow, 
so beautiful! 


The carts are around on the 
sunny days. There’s one that 
sells fish whose scales and bod- 
ies, eyes and odors will be just 
outside the library this summer 
excepting on hospital visiting 
days, when the owner sells flow- 
ers. 

Vacations and Parties 
E ASTER VACATIONS are 
over, most of them gpent in 
really getting over colds or 
other sorts of ills, or else visit- 
ing with our families in this 
best of all seasons, the begin- 
ning of the Christian life. And 
there have been parties all over: 
the Volunteers had one on the 
Saturday after Easter that be- 
gan in the clubroom and ran up 
to Madonna Flat. Then Audrey’s 
birthday on Friday was cause 
for rejoicing again, and on Sat- 
urday Agnes Shaker, Marie 
Sciatti and Mary Dowling gave 
a fine party in their garden- 
apartment downtown. Not all, 
though, listen longer, friend, as 
Evelyn Davis would say: Eve- 
lyn had still another party, and 
another good one on the second 
Sunday after Easter. 
Birth and Death 
IRTH AND DYING, the birth 
of our souls in the death of 
Christ at Easter; and the dying 
of Muriel’s aunt: this makes us 
feel sorrow for her family’s suf- 
fering; but there comes the 
Easter refrain to Our Lady who 


wants to spend his vacation 
there if he gets in touch with 
Muriel Zimmermann, address 
above. Remember there’s swim- 
ming down the lane and cool 
nights and sunshiny days (or at 
least pleasant days). 

Mothers from New York will 
come up for a weekend from 
August 1 to August 3rd. 

Fine people will lecture at the 
summer schools. Students will 
come from August 10th to 16th. 
Others will be welcome this 
week also. From August 24th 
to August 30th will be the gen- 
eral summer school session for 
anyone. We promise you that 
you will get a lot of new ideas, 
meet some enjoyable people and 
probably get an inspiration as 
to how you can restore your 
part of the world to Christ. 


Do you want to know more 
about the summer school? If so, 


suffered the greatest loss ever 
in human history: “Rejoice and 
be glad, O Virgin Mary, Alle- 
luia, because Our Lord is truly 
arisen, Alleluia.” 

Funds for St. Charles Center 

There’s been lots of activity 
in helping St. Charles Borromeo 
collect funds for their new 
school and community center. 
They gave a Gershwin concert 
at Carnegie Hall which people 


enjoyed no end. We trust they 
earned money also... 
Vulcan Award to F. H. 
RIENDSHIP HOUSE IN the 
person of Anne Foley was 
awarded a citation, plus a check 
for $100, by the Vulcan Society 
of the New York Fire Dept. at 
a dance at the Savoy. The honor 
is greatly appreciated, and the 
money will be useful. 
Monday Nights 
OvrR MONDAY NIGHT talks 
have been good. Langston 
Hughes read some of his poems 
one evening, plus parts from 
Simple Speaks His Mind. Dr. 
Kohmaire of Seton Hall College, 
who has worked and lived in 
Africa, spoke on the highlights 
of the confused situations in this 
largest of all continents. Then, 
an auspicious beginning to the 
Information Cente: for new 
staff workers, as well as a help 
to all present, Father Thomas 
Stack gave a lecture on lay spir- 
ituality. He is one of the lec- 
turers Muriel has invited to in- 
form new staff workers with an 
integrated way of life at the In- 
formation Center. We are so 
happy to have the I. C. so that 
we can meet the new people and 
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Corpus Christi—June 12 


write to Mary Ryan at the above 
address. Be sure to make ar- 
rangements before you come, as 
we want to make sure there’s a 
bed and enough to eat waiting 


for you. 

Come to work if you can. 
Write to Muriel Zimmermann 
about that. 


Planting and Fun 


Flowers, seeds, plowing the 
little kitchen garden and the 


‘lawn—all this activity at the 


farm! Five volunteers spent a 
week working on these matters, 
the electricity balance, laundry, 
mutual amusement and lots of 
joshing; but this was not 
enough for them. Only begin- 
ning are the flying trips on 
week-ends in the station wagon, 
given us last year by the Com- 
mittee for Good Will, for which 
we are daily more grateful. 
Preparations for the Informa- 
tion Center, for newer staff 


stove door, falling to the floor. 
The old stove is gone and a 
beautiful dazzling white one qui- 
etly operates in its stead. And 
how did it all happen? The vol- 
unteers, of course. They, too, 
had worried about whether 
Teevy would always jump back 
quick enough and far enough 
when the door fell. Three times 
stove repair men had fastened 
the thing, but each time it came 
apart just as easily and we went 
back to the cookie sheet in front 
of the oven. 


But now that is all behind us 
because the volunteers gave a 
party and bought a beautiful 
new stove with all kinds of in- 
teresting gadgets to figure out. 
Our thanks to all of you who 
helped to get it for Teevy. 


How Far Have We Come? 

T HAS BEEN an interesting 

month outside of the house as 
well as inside. Several of us had 
a chance to attend sessions of 
the Conference on Civic Unity 
which were held on eight suc- 
cessive Mondays in April and 
May. Every three years the 
Commission on Human Rela- 
tions, which is Chicago’s official 
agency in this field, holds these 
meetings to find out just what 
has happened in the intervening 
time and how close we are to the 
goal of equal rights for all. They 
discuss such fields as Recreation, 
Education, Law, Housing, Health 
and Welfare, etc., and with the 
help of specialists in those fields 
try to find out how far we have 
come on the road to providing 
these things for all of Chicago’s 
citizens regardless of race, creed, 
or national origin. 

In some ways one can see that 
a real effort is being made. For 
example the police training pro- 
gram now has about 120 police- 
men studying how the policeman 
can work for this thing called 
better human relations. 

The plan is for these 120 to 
go back to the police department 
after they have completed their 


(Continued on Page 6) 





see again those who have been 
working at the houses in Wash- 
ington and Chicago. It’s nice for 
them to see our set-up too, to 
realize that it’s not the form 
of the house or the store, but 
a Christian spirit (O, what a 
battle to try to get it) that 
makes Friendship House. 
by Mary Ryan 





workers will be weekendly for 
some time; this seems to work 
o.k., and Blessed Martin’s Farm 
should be green and productive 
soon. 

New Staff Workers Train 

The Information Center under 
way, and lots of visiting lec- 
turers and some priests aiding 
our Betty Schneider to give a 
many-sided view of this particu- 
lar apostolate known as Friend- 
ship House, people’s ideas should 
be growing too. Muriel Zimmer- 
mann is taking care of things 
in general at the farm and may 
give a talk every once in 80 
often, between making soup and 
planning how to fit everyone 
into trips to Mass at the parish 
church in Montgomery. Her aim, 
under the circumstances, is to 
master the running of the wag- 
on; but she can drive anything 
on wheels, so any worry is hypo- 
thetical. 
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Views of the. Month Teevy HasA 


(Continued from Page 1) New Stove 


there. When Miss Dodge applied for the trip she was told that (Continued from Page 5) 
there were no accommodations for her. However, through the} stugics and begin training oth- 
influence of the governor of Maine and of Sen. Margaret C. Smith |... 
she obtained a place at the Lafayette Hotel. Seman Sielations t0 Selitats 
Miss Alma Louise Gregg, a senior at the Washingtonville, HERE ARE THINGS being 
N. Y., High School, was refused accommodations at the Roger dene Me ether felts beclden 
Smith Hotel when she attempted to register there with the rest the field of law and order. For 
of her class. She had to find quarters alsewhere and, moreover, instance the Chicago schools 
could not eat with the rest of the class making the tour. have special committees work- 
Furthermore, 10 blind children were refused hotel rooms | ing to put more emphasis on hu- 
because of their race. They had come to Washington from New| man relations in the curriculum. 
York in an interracial group to sing at the White House, among| Teachers’ colleges in the area 
other places. Dr. Merle E. Frampton, unable to find a single | are also trying to give their stu- 
hotel willing or able to house his charges, finally placed the white! dents the right attitudes and 
children at the Roosevelt and the Negro children at the Dunbar, | also techniques on handling sit- 
which had no room for the others. uations and working with the 
The excuse generally given in defense of such cases is that | community in which they teach. 
Washington’s position as a Southern town comes before its posi- |The private business schools of 
tion as national capital. Chicago have not had a very 


e a sie good record, but with a good 
Beauharnais Conviction Upheld 


deal of encouragement quite a 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The conviction and fine of $200 of number of them have promised 

Joseph Beauharnais in Chicago Municipal Court in May, | °° stand behind the policy of no 
1950, under the Illinois group libel law was upheld by the United | 4/8crimination. 
States Supreme Court here. Mr. Beauharnais, founder of the now ‘Housing Needed 
defunct White Circle League of America, was convicted of libel} Housing is still Chicago’s big- 
against the Negro race under a law which forbids publications of | 8¢St problem and the one where 
any sort which expose citizens of any race, color, creed or religion | it seems the smallest gains are 
to “contempt, derision or obloquy.” made. 7 is true that many Ne- 

The Court split 5 to 4 on the issue of whether this law hin- Ssacieeadines ae bn teas Gee 
dered legitimate freedom of speech. Justice Frankfurter writing wih Wiles omy Vielenes Oo 
for the majority said, “If an utterance directed at an individual ee g, but inci a bin of silanes 
may be the object of criminal sanctions we cannot deny to a ° ; 
state power to punish the same utterance directed at a group.” 


do still occur and furthermore 
the pattern seems to still be a 
Wins Oratorical 
Contest 


matter of extending the ghetto. 
It is still true that whenever a 

WAUKEE, Wis.—Billie 

Jean Bond, junior at St. 


~|certain number of Negroes have 
Mary’s Academy here, won the 


*|moved into a white area the 
‘|community begins to go all Ne- 
gro quite rapidly. Which all adds 

All-City Oratorical Contest spon- 
sored by the Catholic Students’ 
Mission Crusade at Messner 


up to the fact that Chicago is 
still a long way from widespread 
High School on March 12. Her 
speech was entitled “St. Fran- © 


integrated communities. 
Sometimes it seems a long way 
cis of Assisi, Model of the Lay 
Apostolate.” 













BE GORENG PRE iia ER ARR et a 







* 
ie 


3s a 


(eit stig BO 
Billie Jean Bond 


Pre ARR mae gE TO: 










June, 1952 


Immigrant Bill Has Race Bias 
(Continued from Page 2) 

abolishes the ban on immigration from Japan, Korea, Burma, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Ceylon, Indonesia, Pakistan, 
Libya, Somaliland, and Yemen. This ban is admitted to be one of 
the root causes for anti-American feeling in the Far East. 
Bu ONLY 185 JAPANESE are allowed to come in, and 100 a 

year from each of the other lands mentioned. This is a ridicu- 
lously small number. It is made even smaller by the provision 
that any person born in the Far East or some parts of the Near 
East who can trace his ancestry back as much as 50 per cent to 
the new Asia-Pacific quota shall be charged against that area’s 
quota. (A Filipino resident of Chicago told us recently that the 
present Philippine quota of 100 was taken up by Filipino wives of 
American soldiers. He says he is continually getting requests for 
Filipino houseboys but there are none available here.) 

Another objectionable feature of the bill is the provision that 
not more than 100 immigrants from the colonies or other depend- 
ent areas of mother countries may be charged to the quota of 
mother countries annually. This prevents colonies from using up 
a governing country’s quota. In the case of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland this quota is 65,361 immigrants. Only about half 
that number come in. Many British West Indians will be excluded 
by the new bill. 

Sen. McCarran is openly in favor of preferring immigrants 
from north and west Europe against those from east and south 
Europe, east Asia and the Middle East. That is the reason for 
choosing the 1920 census figures and excluding Negroes and 
American Indians in that count, as well as allowing a smaller 
number of immigrants. . 

PPONENTS OF THE BILL include Pres. Truman who is in 

favor of admitting 300,000 European refugees to the U. S. 
over a three-year period. It is hoped that the President will veto 
the McCarran bill if it passes the Senate. 

Pledged to fight for enactment of the President’s plea for 
admitting additional immigrants to the country is a national 
group representing 35 foreign language and immigrant aid groups. 
Temporary chairman of the group, known as the American Com- 
mittee for Special Immigration, is Msgr. Edward E. Swanstrom, 
executive director of War Relief Services, National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference. Surplus population is a serious problem in Ger- 
many, Greece, Italy, and the Netherlands, and more people are 
continually coming in from countries behind the Iron Curtain. 

A better immigration bill was sponsored in the Senate by 
Senators Humphrey and Lehman. It includes the good features 
of the McCarran bill. In addition it would pool unused immigra- 
tion quotas and allow four groups to come in under these quotas— 
persons persecuted for their religious or political views; relatives 
of residents of the United States; skilled persons needed in the 
United States; others on a first-come, first-served basis. The 
Humphrey bill would use the 1950 census figures as a basis for 
immigration. 


from such meetings to the ac- 
Klansmen Convicted in N. C. 


»|tion that we would like to see 
-|taken, but it seems to me that 
‘las long as we believe that 
changes in a democratic society 
should come primarily in a dem- 
HITEVILLE, N. C.—Three former Ku Klux Klansmen were 
convicted of conspiring to flog Wood Johnson, a white garage 
mechanic, at a trial by jury in the state court of Judge Clawson 
Williams. These three were sentenced to two years in jail along 
with one other who pleaded no contest. Seven others who also 
pleaded no contest were given two-year suspended sentences and 
some were fined. Two of the accused Klansmen were acquitted. 
WILMINGTON , N. C.—Ten former Klansmen were found guilty 
here and one was acquitted of kidnapping and conspiracy 
in the flogging of a white couple. The verdict was handed down 
by Judge Don Gilliam in the U. S. District Court after the de- 
fendants had waived jury trial presumably because they pre- 
ferred resting their case with the judge rather than with a jury 
picked from a blue ribbon panel of some of Wilmington’s most 
prominent citizens. This case was the first in which the federal 
Sere law, the Lindbergh law, was used against the 
n, 
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Knoxville Progresses in Equality 

NOXVILLE, TENN.—Mayor George Dempster has announced 

two more developments in the campaign to equalize oppor- 
tunities for all races in Knexville. First, the next ten vacancies 
in the Fire Department will be filled by Negroes who will man the 
East Knoxville section. Second, Dr. J. Hubert Clark, 37 year old 
physician, has been named first Negro member of the City Plan- 
ning commission to fill an unexpired term. 

Furthermore, Negro citizens here have recently entered the 
University of Tennessee graduate schools, become a factor in 
city and county politics_and gained a hearing for demands that 
they be allowed to play on the city golf course. However, five 
Negro parents lost a suit to have their children enter the white 
high school because the judge did not consider 19 miles an un- 
seasonable distance for them to go to the Negro school. 


e 7 ue = 
Illinois PTA Is Against Segregation 
CHIcAGco, ILL.—The Illinois Congress of Parents and Teachers 
called for stricter enforcement of the laws against segrega- 
tion at its fiftieth annual convention here. The Congress passed a 
resolution endorsing the Jenkins amendment cutting off state 
appropriations to segregated schools. 


Regis Establishes Scholarship 
DENVER, COLO.—A double scholarship is being established 
at Regis College here in memory of the late Walter Spring, 
a Negro student here before the war who was killed in Army 
service. The scholarships which will include tuition, books, room, 
board and other expenses will be granted to two Southern stu- 
dents, one white and one Negro. A $20,000 fund-raising drive is 
now under way. 














Mot OF US KNOW some of the human story behind these 

statistics. Probably all our ancestors were immigrants. They 
worked hard, loved their new freedom and became loyal Ameri- 
cans. Those of us who have been in other countries, whether as 
members of the armed services or as tourists, know that there 
are many fine, hardworking people there who want to come to 
work in America. We may have seen what they could grow on a 
plot which an American farmer from the Midwest wouldn’t touch. 
Our immigration laws take only the cream of these other coun- 
tries. Even from a material point of view these people will add 
to the power of our country. And their fresh view of our freedom 
and abundant opportunities will give us a new appreciation of 
our government. The many blessings which America has enjoyed 
may have been given us because we welcomed new settlers. 

HAT CAN WE DO? Let us write to our representatives in 

the House and Senate that we want the Humphrey bill passed 
to admit more immigrants. If this bill fails, let us keep after the 
government to take out racial discrimination from our immigra- 
tion practices. 


to do at Friendship House with Christian Family 


God’s help. 
by Ann Stull (Continued from Page 3) 
being restored as the intellectual 


and spiritual leader in the home. 
New York AMA Chooses Negro Doctor CFM is activating a group of lay 
EW YORK, N. Y.—Dr. Peter M. Murray was nominated for|people who are glad to learn 
vice president of the Medical Society of the County of New| how to practice those all-impor- 
York, largest unit of the American Medical Association. He is | tant corporal and spiritual works 
the first Negro ever to hold such a position in this or any other |Of mercy. They are delighted to 
county medical society of the A. M. A. In most counties through-| Participate in these efforts, 
out the country Negro doctors are not even permitted to join | knowing that Christ wants their 
their local societies, which prohibition automatically bars them |help. 
from the state and national organizations. THEY ARE LEARNING to 
Dr. Murray is director of obstetrics and gynecology at Syden- serve Him and to recognize 
ham Hospital and an outstanding leader in the circles of organized|Him in every one they meet, 
medicine, especially in the neighbors and 


Central African Federation Proposed | 28° im those who appear to be 


LONDON, ENG.—Agreement has been reached here on an incom- — oe oe tacey 

plete draft of a constitution for a federation of the British,| Faith, Hope and Charity exem- 
central African colonies of Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia plified by those in the Christian 
and Nyasaland. At present only Southern Rhodesia is self gov- Family Movement. We are 
erning and the others are controlled from the Colonial. office in grateful to God for the privi- 
London. The purpose of the federation is to achieve a politically lege of knowing and being in- 
stable and progressive nation in central Africa which could fulfill spired by them. We shall ever 
dominion status in the British Commonwealth. This federation|pray that more couples will 
is opposed on the one hand by the white supremacists who fear| come to learn of this movement 
too much integration of the white and native communities, and|that seems to be so designed 
on the other hand by the native leaders who fear that the half|and destined to bring Christ 
mystic race theories of Dr. Malan of South Africa might influence | back into families to help them 
the governing whites. / live the life He planned for them, 


ocratic way we must trust that 
enough free responsible citizens 
will work and plan in these ways 
and then take action together. 
How else can we build the com- 
munity we want? 
Study and Blossoms 

HE STAFF ENJOYED three 

days of study and discussion 
at Childerley with its lovely ap- 
ple blossoms and chapel of St. 
Francis in the Orchard. Father 
Cantwell’s sung Mass and hom- 
ilies got each day off to a good 
start. Miss Johanna Doniat’s 
hospitality was perfect, as usual. 
There was even catnip growing 
for Sally, our cat, which we took 
along as a reward for keeping 
rats out of our kitchen. We re- 
turned with a clearer under- 
standing of what we are trying 
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Sacred Heart's Message to World 


THE WAY OF DIVINE LOVE 
by Sister Josefa Menendez—The 
Newman Press, $4.25. 

HIS IS A TREMENDOUS 

book which tells of the rev- 
elations of the love of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus given to Sister 
Josefa Menendez, a Spanish sis- 
ter of the Religious of the Sa- 
ered Heart who died Dec. 29, 
1923, at Poitiers in France. She 
wrote them down day by day, 
not hiding His comments on her 
unworthiness. 

He says, “Innumerable are the 
sins committed, innumerable are 
the souls that are damned 
. .. But what wounds my Heart 
above measure is the sinfulness 
of those who are consecrated to 
Me... That soul sins, I love 
him, and he despises me... 
Poor, poor soul! If he had but 
realized the agony he is prepar- 
ing for himself for all eternity.” 

Our Lord asks Josefa’s help in 
saving these souls. She answers, 
“I long to give Thee souls but 
how can my littleness be of any 
use to Thee?” 

The Master explains, “There 
are some souls that suffer in 
order to obtain for others 
strength not to consent to evil. 
If those two souls had fallen 
into sin yesterday, they would 
have been eternally lost. The 
little acts you did obtained for 
them the courage to stand firm.” 

OSEFA IS SURPRISED that 

such little things could have 
such vast repercussions. 

“Yes, My Heart gives divine 
worth to these little offerings, 
for what I want is love! I am 
in search of love. I love souls 
and I look for a response of love. 
What is so wounding to My Heart 
is that often instead of love I 
meet with indifference. Give Me 
love and give Me souls... unite 


all your actions with My Heart. 
Stay with Me who am with you. 
I am Love and desire only love. 
O! If souls only realized how I 
wait for them in mercy. I am 
the love of all loves, and it is 
my joy to forgive.” 

Our Lady appears to Josefa 
to comfort and encourage her 
in her sufferings. St. John the 
Evangelist and Ste. Madeleine 
Sophie Barat also come. They 
say things which sound charac- 
teristic. 

Josefa is overshadowed by 
these great ones. But she is in- 
spiring, too, and very convincing 
in her shrinking from suffering, 
especially the suffering of her 
visits to hell, and her timidity in 
approaching bishops and her 
Mother-General in Rome. Our 
Lord’s respect for Josefa’s free 
will is impressive, also new in- 
sights into His Passion. 

FE ARE GLAD we found this 
book. We can’t begin to do 
justice to its treasure in a short 
review. Its small predecessor, 
“An Appeal to Love,” caused a 
demand for a more complete ac- 
count of Our Lord’s words, It 
has been translated from its 
original Spanish into Portuguese, 
Italian, English, Chinese and 
Hungarian. (Some phrases which 
are particularly beautiful or un- 
translatable are in Spanish in 
footnotes.) The analytical index 
gives references to Our Lord’s 
words on abandonment, apos- 
tolic enterprises, confidence, the 
desire for Holy Communion, the 
Cross and other subjects. The 
532 pages of this book are an 
invaluable help in knowing and 
loving and serving Our Lord 
which is infinitely more impor- 
tant than keeping $4.25 in one’s 

pocket. 
by Mabel Knight 





For Priests and Their People 


THE PEOPLE’S PRIEST, by 
John C. Heenan. 243 pp. Sheed 
& Ward. $2.75. 

THIS IS A HANDBOOK for 

the young priest, and if he 
is lucky enough to be given a 
copy as an ordination gift and 
if he reads it and profits by it, 
he will be very likely to avoid 
most of the first-year-in-the- 
priesthood blunders that seem 
very funny twenty years later 
but are heartbreaking at the 
time to a young man. But no 
less is this a book for the laity. 
From it they will realize exactly 
what responsibilities and sacri- 
fices are laid upon and expected 
from their parish priests. Bishop 
Heenan is the most realistic of 
men and there is little glamor 
about the practical advice he 
has to give—ranging all the way 
from the suggestion that the 


alarm clock should be placed 
across the room from one’s bed 
and that after one has got up 
to turn it off one should on no 
account return to bed (a good 
idea for anyone!) to the star- 
tlingly true remark that “to 
read evening papers is merely 
to waste time. Every journalist 
knows that if news does not 
exist it must be created for the 
evening papers.” Much of this 
book, as can be seen from these 
random quotations, is useful for 
lay people, but’ what is really 
useful about it is the apprecia- 
tion of the priesthood it will 
give to any Catholic. And even 
though Bishop Heenan is unsen- 
timental, it is apparent, in read- 
ing between the lines, how much 
real love he has for both the 


people and the people’s priest. 





'52 Congress Breaks Promise to Navajos 
N 1950 AN INDIGNANT public forced Congress to approve 

of a ten-year rehabilitation program for the Navajo and Hopi 
Indians. Unable to make a living on the desert lands of their 
reservations they had become the sickest and most destitute 
groups in the United States. Acute shortage of schools through 
the years, in addition, has left seventy-five per cent of the Navajos 
illiterate and unable to speak English. This April, in the second 
of the ten-year program, Congress reduced the rehabilitation 
funds so drastically that neither much needed hospitals nor 


schools can be built. 


Alan G. Harper, government area director of the tribes, re- 


ported the need for doctors and 
hospitals as “imperative.” He 
pointed out that in an 8,000 
square mile area there is only 
one hospital and that so small 
(twenty-eight beds) that tuber- 
cular patients cannot be segre- 
gated. A recent survey disclosed 
the Navajo tuberculosis inci- 
dence is fourteen times that of 
the nation as a whole. Frank A. 





Bradley, Navajo Tribal Coun- 
cil’s chairman on health and 
education committee, stated how 
schools “haven't come into be- 
ing.” (Some 12,000 Navajo chil- 
dren were unable to enter any 
school this year because of 
shortage.) 

Veteran champion Reverend 
Bernard A. Cullen of the Mar- 


Real Joy 
.-“You’ve never seen her 
face, have you, when she 
thinks no one is looking? 
There are days when she 
comes back after Mass, from 
the Calvary ... a hospital 


where she goes twice a week 
to look after the cancer pa- 
She looks positively 


tients. 
radiant then, I swear she 
does ...I1 think her face on 
those occasions is the only 
face in which I have ever seen 
real joy...” 

Comment of Fabien De- 
zaymeries on his mother in 
“THE WEAKLING and THE 
ENEMY” by Mauriac. 








“Faithful Portrait Only of Passions” 


THE WEAKLING and THE 
ENEMY by Francois Mauriac— 
Pellegrini and Cudahy, $3. 


“YVHERE IS THE artist who 

may dare to imagine the 
processes and shifts of the great 
protagonist—Grace? It is the 
mark of our slavery and of our 
wretchedness that we can with- 
out lying, paint a faithful por- 
trait only of the passions.” Thus 
Francois Mauriac concludes 
“The Enemy,” the second of the 
two brief novels in his latest 
published volume. The statement 
serves as justification for his 
preoccupation with sin and hate- 





Laughing to Keep from Crying 


LAUGHING TO KEEP FROM CRYING, by Langston Hughes 
—Henry Holt and Co 1952. $2.75. 


A poet and storyteller who has kept in touch with peo- 


ple has given us 
in this book of 
short stories 
suspense, sur- 
prise twists, ™& 
tears and laugh- 
ter. He has deep 
sympathy and 
understanding 
for his variegat- 
ed characters of 
different races 
in many coun- 
tries. Prejudice 
hits some of 
them — the 
schoolgirl who 
is denied her 
prize, the col- 
lege professor 
who has to 
agree to Jim 
Crow education 
in order to get 
a position which 
will enable him 
and his family 
to escape for 
the summer to 
South America 
where they can 
forget that they 
are Negroes. 
Other sins— 


Langston Hughes 
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lust, jealousy and drunkenness—injure others, Poverty joins with 
prejudice against other characters. Christ walks with one of these 
and gets invited to a hobo jungle where there are no doors, in 
sharp contrast to the relief shelter, parsonage and church where 
the homeless and hungry Negro had sought help in vain. 

“Big Meeting” is the climax of the book. Those who came to 
be amused were swept up into the drama of the Crucifixion. The 
story is reverently and powerfully told, with poetic impact. 

Readers who feel that they are above reading fiction will 
find in this book an understanding, deeper than mere facts, which 
will enlarge their knowledge of race relations. 


by Mabel Knight 





Davenport Changed hy Group Race Repori 


(Continued from Page 2) 
the project and asked to meet 
with members of the League to 
present a plan for action. He 
met with Ann and Chuck Toney, 
Father Bill O’Connor of St. Am- 
brose College, Father Bresnahan, 
chaplain, Vaile Scott, president 
of the League, and others. The 
result of this meeting was the 
formation of the Davenport Citi- 





quette League, the Catholic In- 
dian Mission-aid organization, 
calls the situation “a vicious 
circle.” The Indians are unable 
to make a living on the reserva- 
tion and unable to make a liv- 
ing elsewhere because the major- 
ity do not speak English. It is 
the duty of every Christian, 
says Father Cullen, “to protest 
against the inhuman treatment 
of these unfortunate Ameri- 
cans.” 

WRITE YOUR CONGRESS- 
MAN AND SENATORS RIGHT 
NOW! 


zens’ Committee for Cook’s 
Point. 

The first move of the Citizens’ 
Committee was to enlist the aid 
of the League in taking another 
survey, this time to determine 
the financial and housing re- 
quirements of Point residents. 
This information is now aiding 
the Committee in finding suitable 
housing for these people. At 
this writing, the League is work- 
ing with the Citizens’ Commit- 
tee, and members of the League 
are helping individual families of 
“The Point” in the construction 
of homes and in securing ade- 
quate housing. 

Aiding the League to a great 
extent in the construction work 
are St. Ambrose College students 
who are giving time and labor 
to the project. And Davenport 
contractors are donating time 
and equipment to aid the con- 
struction. 

Thus the League for Social 


ridden individuals, which fre- 
quently causes pious reviewers 
to throw up their hands in hor- 
ror. Certainly few living writ- 
ers rival Mauriac in the por- 
trayal of three-dimensional char- 
acters and in evoking the atmos- 
phere of the French villages he 
knows so well. “The Weakling” 
is the pathetic story of an un- 
happy child, the unloved product 
of the marriage of a bourgeois 
girl whose social ambition 
tricked her into a grotesque 
union with a simple-minded Bar- 
on. Her revulsion against her 
husband is intensified by the 
birth of their son, a replica of 
his father. 


The only person in the village 
who awakens any response in 
the boy is the Communist school- 
teacher who agrees to tutor him, 
but goes back on his promise 
on the grounds that he will im- 
pede the class war if he gives 
aid to the aristocrary. In despair 
the child drowns himself and 
his wretched father follows his 
example. The schoolteacher, a 
sincere man, is left to brood over 
the relative importance of the 
individual and the cause, and to 
meditate on the possibilities of 
a future life. The tale is brief 
but powerful, and Mauriac’s deep 
compassion for the neglected 
child, and his picture of the 
hate-corroded mother make it 
memorable. 

“THE ENEMY” is reminiscent 

of “Woman of the Phar- 
isees” in its portrayal of a reli- 
gious woman who concentrates 
on piety to the exclusion of all 
worldly interests. But in this 
instance the religious woman, 
Mademe Dezaymeries, though 
dominating the lives of her chil- 
dren and shutting them out from 
worldly experiences, neverthe- 
less is seen as having done wise- 
ly 

Young Fabien Dezaymeries, 
carefully reared by his pious 
mother, develops an adolescent 
infatuation for his mother’s only 
frivolous friend, worldly Fanny 
Barrett, whom she had known 
and loved since childhood. But 
Fabien’s passionate affair with 
Fanny leads him to realize that, 
even though he had felt that his 
mother had shut him away from 
life, Fanny’s artistic and sophis- 
ticated friends are really living 
in an atmosphere of death. 
Mauriac’s comment on modern 
art is concise: ‘Was it not true, 
he thought, that their art was 
the visible form of their de- 
spair ?” 

Any Catholic may feel that 
reading Mauriac is a good exam- 
ination of conscience, for hig re- 
lentless focussing of attention on 
the havoc wrought by lack of 
charity and the pursuit of pas- 
sions. 

by Marguerite Gallagher 
————— 
Justice is making itself felt in 
the community and is gaining 
the recognition it deserves as an 
organization working for the bet- 
terment of Davenport citizens of 
all classes. 

Present officers of the League 
are Vaile Scott, president; Mrs. 
Rose Gravino, vice-president; 
Shirley DeTaeye, secretary, and 
Barbara Lee, treasurer. The 
president, along with other mem- 
bers, also publishes a newslet- 
ter, “The Mediator,” official pub- 
lication of the League. The or- 
ganization is operating as do 
most such groups—out of the 
pockets of its members and 
through donations. The address 
of the League is 112014 Kirk- 
wood Blvd., Davenport, Iowa. 
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CATHOLIO INTERRACIALIST 


Catholics Speak on Race Relations 


by Rev. Daniel Cantwell 


(INTRODUCTION) . 
Murder is morally wrong. Lying 
ig morally wrong. Stealing is mor- 
ally wrong. These moral judgments 
are questioned seriously. 

But the statement that racial dis- 
crimination is morally wrong too 
often is greeted by a ‘yes, but—, 
as the beginning of a chain of argu- 
ments and excuses. Perhaps this 
is so because the teachings of the 
Church and her representatives on 
interracial justice and love are not 
as well known or as widely spread 
as some other teachings. We hope 
in this article, at least partially, 
to remedy this defect. 

Although many do not know it, 
and still others choose to ignore it, 
the Church has spoken—often and 
loudly—against racial discrimina- 
tion, an for interracial justice. 
Christ and His Apostles, and their 
successors and followers throughout 
the centuries, have taught, urged, 
and died for the unity of the hu- 
man family. They have taught that 
hatred of persons and violations of 
their dignity are monstrous evils. 
And, above all, that love of poe 
bor is not merely an ideal, but 
necessary for salvation. | 

In this article you will read the 
ideas of scores of Catholics—Popes 
and laymen—who have given 
thought to one of the most pressing 
problems of our times: racial dis- 
crimination. 


(Continued from May Issue) 

“Of all the areas of American 
life that cry with the loud voice 
of the Crucified Christ for the 
exercise of charity, none cries 
so loudly as the field of race re- 
lations. . . 

“1 have said it before, I say 
ét again: those who do not see 
Christ in the face of their col- 
ored neighbor have not seen 
Him, and may never see Him.” 
—Clare Boothe Luce, Saving the 
White Men’s Soul, Our Sunday 
Visitor Press, 1949, P. 5. 


“There is absolutely no room 
for racism in real Christianity. 
Christianity reinforces the doc- 
trine of natural reason that all 
men are equal in essence and 
have the same essential rights 
by the clear teachings of Divine 
Revelation: that all men, with- 
out distinction of race, are called 
to be adopted sons of Almighty 
God and co-heirs of eternal life. 
Several years ago the Pope 
simultaneously elevated to the 
episcopacy twelve native priests 
of missionary dioceses from va- 
rious parts of the world. It was 
a living demonstration by the 
Church that race does not count 
in the truly Christian order.”— 
Francis McMahon, A Catholic 
Looks at the World, Vanguard 
Press, 1948. P. 278. 


“Because of my Catholic 
background, and what my fa- 
ther had told me of the Negro 
people, I (even as a child) could 
see no essential difference be- 
tween my white and colored 
schoolmates. It was as startling 
as a dash of cold water in my 
face when some of the white 
pupils let me know that I was 
‘queer’, because of this attitude. 
How could I think otherwise 
when Christian doctrine told me 
of the Church Universal, with 
St. Benedict the Moor honored 
on its altars as well as men and 
women of all other races? How 
could my seven-year-old mind 
accept any other view when the 
dignity of every human being’s 
soul before God was taught in 
the very definition of the word 
‘Catholic’? 


“My father frequently recalled 
that John—the mulatto porter 
at the bank—was a college 
graduate, that he was a man of 
culture and that, had he not 
been a Negro, he would be in 
an entirely different position in 
life. The sin of segregation was 
thus marked, so early in my 
recollections, as something re- 
pulsive to a Catholic from the 
very fundamentals of his be- 
- Hefs.”"—Louis F. Budenz, This 


Is My Story, Whittlesley House, 
1947, Pp. 17-18. 


All Men Redeemed by Christ 

b. All men without exception 
are redeemed by Christ and 
embraced in His love for His 
Father. 

“Men may be separated by 
nationality and race, but our 
Savior poured out His blood to 
reconcile all men to God through 
the Cross and bid them all unite 
in one body. Genuine love of the 
Church, therefore, is not satis- 
fied with our being within this 
Body members of one another, 
mutually careful one for an- 
other, rejoicing with him who 
glories, suffering with him who 
suffers; we must also recognize 
as brothers of Christ according 
to the flesh, destined together 
with us to eternal salvation, 
those others who have not yet 
joined us in the Body of the 
Church.’—Pope Pius XII, The 
Mystical Body of Christ, N.C. 
W.C. ed. P. 60. 

c. All men are embraced in 
the love which binds us to God. 

“How can we claim to love 
the Divine Redeemer, if we hate 
those whom He has redeemed 
with His precious blood, so that 
He might make them members 
of His Mystical Body? For that 
reason the beloved disciple 
warns us: ‘If any man say: “I 
love God,” and hateth his broth- 
er, he is a liar. For he that lov- 
eth not his brother whom he 
seeth, how can he love God 
whom he seeth not? And this 
commandment we have from 
God, that he who loveth God 
love also his brother.’ ”—Pope 
Pius XII, The Mystical Body of 
Christ, P. 29. 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with thy whole heart, and 
with thy whole soul, and with 
thy whole mind. . . And thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.”—St. Matthew, 22:34. 

“While we love some more, 
we must love all with a substan- 
tially complete love. It is diffi- 
cult to see how this can be com- 
patible with such an institution 
as the color-bar, excluding inti- 
mate relationships on grounds 
of racial differences. And as if 
to emphasize this, it was or- 
dained that the Incarnation it- 
self should take place in that 
corner of the world where Eu- 
rope, Asia and Africa meet, in 
the half-way color of the near 
East, and in such a way that 
the first communities of Chris- 
tians contained men of various 
colors.”—Rev. Finbar Synnott, 
O.P., “The Church and the Color 
Question,” Blackfriars, Decem- 
ber 1950. 

“In the clash of selfish inter- 
est, unleashed hate . . . nothing 
could be better or more power- 
ful to heal, than loudly to pro- 
claim the new commandment of 
Christ. That commandment en- 
joins a love which extends to 
all, knows no barriers nor na- 
tional boundaries, excludes no 
race, excepts not even its own 
enemies.’—Pope Pius XII, Let- 
ter on the Catholic Priesthood, 
1935. 

“Let me state most emphati- 
cally that no one can be a Cath- 
olic and not have a lively sense 
of charity for all the sons of 
the same Father and all those 
redeemed by the same Divine 
Blood. The law of charity is 
the foundation of Christianity 
and this law must reach out not 
only to individuals but to all na- 
tions, aiz races, and all classes.” 
—Bishop James A. Griffin of 
Springfield, Illinois, in a letter 


Catholic Mother of the Year 


by Emanuel Romero 
HE HONOR WHICH HAS come to Mrs, Maceo A. Thomas of 
New York City, in being selected as the “Catholic Mother of 
the Year,” marks the second time that the Thomas family has 
been signally honored for their Catholicity, 


In July, 1950, the father, Mr. Maceo A. Thomas, was one of 
three colored men in the New York Archdiocese who were hon- 
ored by His Holiness Pope Pius XII with the Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice award, which was presented by His Eminence Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York, at a ceremony in 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral for outstanding service in the field of 


Catholic Interracialism. 


In both instances the awards 
were richly deserved. While Mr. 
Thomas was busily engaged in 
church and civic activities, in 
addition to his daily task as an 
executive in the firm of Dobbins 
Fuel Company, and as a real 
estate broker, Mrs. Thomas was 
active in building a strong Cath- 
olic home and raising a large 
family of nine children — five 
girls and four boys. Mrs. Thom- 
as, herself, came from a home 
of ten children, of which she 
was the youngest. As a Catholic 
family, they have done much to 
advance the cause of interracial 
justice and better race relations 
generally, and in exemplifying 
the basic principles of true Cath- 
olic living. 

Mrs. Thomas was born on a 
farm in Phoenix, Maryland, 48 
years ago. She graduated from 
Morgan Junior College in 1924 
and the following year she mar- 
ried Mr. Maceo A. Thomas in 
Baltimore, Md. They then moved 
to New York City and estab- 
lished their home on Fish Ave- 
nue in the Bronx. 


Of the nine children in the 
Thomas family, two of them are 
married; Rhea (26) is now the 


wife of Dr. J. G. Tarleton, Jr. 
She lives at Meharry Medical 
College, Nashville, Tenn., where 
her husband is head of the Ra- 
diology Department. She has a 
son, Jack Tarleton, 3rd, who 
is the first grandchild of the 
Thomas’s. Maceo, Jr. (24) mar- 
ried Miss Marjorie Adams of 
New York, a graduate of Hunter 
College, shortly after he entered 
the military service. He is at 
present stationed in Germany, 
but expects to return home this 
summer to join his wife, who is 
at present a member of the 
Thomas’ household. Roderick 
(22) is a graduate of Alfred 
College, and worked as a sales- 
man for a while before going 
in the Army. The other chil- 
dren, Muriel (25) a graduate 
of New York University, is at 
present a social investigator for 


the New York City Welfare De- 
partment; Ruth (18), a gradu- 
ate of Cathedral High School, 
is at present a student at Hunt- 
er College; Eleanor (17) is a 
senior at Evander Childs High 
School; Basil (14), Paul (12) 
and Betty (6) are all in public 
school. 


Mrs. Thomas typifies the tra- 
ditional mother of whom it is 


June, 1952 


said: “The hand that rocks the 
cradle rules the world.” In spite 
of her many duties at home, she 
is active in parochial work and 
as Secretary of the Parent- 
Teachers’ Association. She is a 
charter member and was the 
first president of the St. Made- 
line Sophie Retreat Group which 
was organized about eight years 
ago through the interest of 
Mother Dammann, who was 
president of Manhattanville Col- 
lege of the Sacred Heart, Mrs, 


Lamb, an alumna, and Rev. John 
LaFarge, S.J., its spiritual direc- 
tor. The original members of 
this retreat group were drawn 
for the most part from wives of 
the members of the Catholic 
Laymen’s Union of New York, 
of which Mr, Thomas is a char- 
ter member and, at one time, 
president. He is at present its 
treasurer. The membership of 
the retreat group numbers be- 
tween 50 and 60 women and it 
is an interracial body. They 
meet monthly at Manhattanville 
College and yearly they hold 
their retreat at Torresdale, Pa. 

At present Mrs. Thomas is 
quite active with her husband 
helping Monsignor Cornelius J. 
Drew in his efforts to raise $1,- 
000,000 for an interracial school 
and community center at St. 
Charles Borromeo parish in 
Harlem, 

The honor of being the Cath- 
olic Mother of the Year 1952, 
is bestowed on a worthy mother 
who is the embodiment of the 
true spirit of devotion and an 
inspiration, not alone to her 
family, but to all who are dedi- 
cated to the great ideals of 
home life which go to make us 
better citizens and better Cath- 
olics. 


Mr. and Mrs. Maceo Thomas and Family 


to the Committee of Catholics |.: 


for Human Rights, 1940. 
We Are One Body 


d. All men are called to the}: 
perfect unity of the Church, the 5 
Body of Christ, wherein Christ | 
joins all the members to Him-|:: 


self and to each other to form|:: 
together His fullness, the Whole | ::: 


Christ, and wherein all, “what- 
ever be their origin or their 
speech, must know that they 
have equal rights as children in 
the House of the Lord, where 


the law of Christ and the peace |::: 
of Christ prevails.”—Pope Pius |: 
XII, On the Function of the|:: 


State in the Modern World, P. 
13. 
(Continued in Next Issue) 
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